Children’s Health Fund’s
First 30 Years
1987
Singer/songwriter Paul Simon, pediatrician/child advocate Dr. Irwin Redlener, and program
designer Karen Redlener found the Children’s Health Fund (CHF) after touring the Martinique
Hotel, a shelter for homeless families in New York City. In response to the desperate
conditions, they launch the first specially-designed pediatric mobile medical clinic to bring
medical care directly to the City’s shelters, where 11,000 children spend each night.

1988

Before most doctor’s offices and hospitals have even installed desktop
computers, CHF creates an electronic patient-record system, allowing providers to maintain
complete patient records on mobile medical clinics.

1989

The New Jersey Children’s Health Project hits the road, marking the first
replication of the CHF model and the start of CHF’s National Network. Shortly after, CHF
expands across urban and rural communities with the launch of the Washington, DC; South
Florida; Dallas; West Virginia; and Mississippi Children’s Health Projects.

1993
CHF opens the South Bronx Health Center for Children and Families, its first fixedsite clinic, to provide residents of this neglected neighborhood with its first medical
center in 20 years.

1994

CHF launches Kids First, Kids Now! an education and advocacy
campaign that works to build broad government support to prioritize child health care
access in America.

1997

CHF’s 10th anniversary! By this milestone, the national network has grown with new
programs in Orlando FL; Austin, TX; and San Francisco, CA.
The Childhood Asthma Initiative is created to treat and manage asthma in underserved
communities, where children are six times more likely to suffer from the illness.

2001

Within hours of the September 11 terror attacks, CHF dispatches two
mobile clinics to lower Manhattan, bringing medical supplies, personnel, and technical
assistance to Ground Zero. We increase our longer-term focus on mental health and
trauma-informed care.

2002
Medical Directors from CHF’s National Network make their first annual visit to their
local representatives in Congress, bringing stories of children’s health care needs to the
nation’s top decision makers.

2004

CHF’s National Network provides its one millionth health encounter.

2005
CHF officially incorporates disaster response into its mission with the launch of
Operation Assist. Through a partnership with Columbia University’s National Center for
Disaster Preparedness, CHF documents the impact of major disasters on children and
their communities, and launches a multi-year study of families affected by Hurricane
Katrina.

2007
CHF’s 20th anniversary of serving children! Over the past two decades, the national
network grows to include; Los Angeles, CA; Phoenix, AZ; Chicago, IL; South Central Idaho;
New Orleans and Baton Rouge, LA; and Memphis, TN.

2008

Poverty in the United States reaches alarmingly high levels, with
14.3% of the population living in poverty, compared to 11.3% in 2000. CHF responds
by increasing its reach and providing a medical home to 75,000 low-income and
homeless children and families throughout our National Network via 50 mobile
medical clinics at more than 200 sites.

2011
The doors of the Center for Child Health and Resiliency (CCHR) open in the South Bronx
with a special focus on the unique health care needs of pregnant women and children
0 to 5 years of age.

2012

Hurricane Sandy devastates New York City, and CHF responds to
the critical mental health needs of children traumatized by the subsequent loss and
disruption. CHF provides workshops for teachers and parents, as well as individual
therapy for the most vulnerable children.

2014
The groundbreaking Healthy and Ready to Learn pilot program launches in three New
York City public schools. The program addresses common, manageable ‘Health Barriers to
Learning’ that keep children from attending and thriving in school.

2016
CHF partners with more than 20 global companies and organizations to
announce mhNOW: Closing the Mental Health Treatment Gap. The initiative
helps CHF fight for the needs of children and families in the wake of the Flint, MI
water crisis.
The Samsung Center for Innovation expands our pioneering use of the latest
technology through our Telehealth Program, thereby allowing for improved access
to and quality of care.

2017

CHF turns 30! By this important milestone, our network of national
programs has expanded to Cochise County, AZ; Detroit and Flint, MI; Houston, TX; and
North Carolina--and provides our 4 millionth health encounter!
Dennis Walto takes the helm as CEO, and co-founder Irwin Redlener, M.D., moves into
his new role as President Emeritus and Senior Advisor.

