June 16, 2010

The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Mitch McConnell

Majority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Max Baucus The Honorable Chatrles Grassley

Chairman, Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member, Senate Finance Committee
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Reid, McConnell, Baucus and Grassley:

As organizations committed to ensuring that all of our nation’s children get the health coverage they
need and deserve, we are writing to support the nomination of Dr. Donald M. Berwick to
Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Department of Health and
Human Services (CMS). In all of our work, we strive to inform the federal policy debate to improve
public policies related to children and families. CMS will play a leading role in ensuring that the
crucial reforms in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) (P.L. 111-148) become
a reality for America’s children. We urge you to swiftly confirm Dr. Berwick as CMS Administrator.
His extensive background and expertise in children’s health policy issues make him uniquely suited
to fulfill this position.

As you are aware, Dr. Berwick currently serves as President and CEO of the Institute for Healthcare
Improvement, Clinical Professor of Pediatrics and Health Care Policy at Harvard Medical School,
and Professor of Health Policy and Management at the Harvard School of Public Health. He is also
a pediatrician, adjunct staff in the Department of Medicine at Boston’s Children’s Hospital, and a
consultant in pediatrics at Massachusetts General Hospital. Throughout his career, Dr. Berwick has
sought opportunities to apply his medical expertise more broadly to improve the practice of
medicine and patient care. As an accomplished pediatrician, he possesses specialized knowledge of
children’s unique health care needs.

He has served as Chair of the National Advisory Council of the Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality, and as an elected member of the Institute of Medicine IOM). Dr. Berwick served on the
IOM’s governing Council from 2002 to 2007. In 1997 and 1998, he was appointed by President
Clinton to serve on the Advisory Commission on Consumer Protection and Quality in the
Healthcare Industry. In addition, Dr. Berwick is the recipient of numerous awards and honors for
his work, including the 1999 Ernest A. Codman Award, the 2001 Alfred I. DuPont Award for
excellence in children’s health care from Nemours, the 2002 American Hospital Association’s Award
of Honor, the 2006 John M. Eisenberg Patient Safety and Quality Award for Individual
Achievement from the National Quality Forum and the Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations, the 2007 William B. Graham Prize for Health Services Research, and the



2007 Heinz Award for Public Policy from the Heinz Family Foundation. Further, Dr. Berwick has
published over 130 scientific articles in numerous professional journals on subjects relating to health

care policy, decision analysis, technology assessment, and health care quality management.

Dr. Berwick’s long history as a pediatrician working to advance health care access and coverage for
our nation’s children — including decades of experience in academia, as a research professional, as a
clinician, and as a policy advisor — make him an ideal candidate to lead CMS. He is a highly regarded
health expert, and we believe that Dr. Berwick demonstrates a unique and very broad set of
professional experiences. We strongly support his nomination.

Sincerely,
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