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In Study, Storm Evacuees
Are Found to Suffer Health Setbacks
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deprizoien & QRety. Thos: wemm
were more This twice as lkely o re-
paart that ol beass one of their childrm
had developial an emotinal or be-
havieral profdem s the §larm
Insbind of BesAg EWen & Chance o
recover, fhe sludy dkys, “Chikines
ared Tamilizs who hawe been dee
placed by 1he herricanes are being
pushid furiher tewand the edge.™
CHifcsals at the LmsisEana Depart-
e i Mealth and Hispills said
ke sbady's Tindings were oonEishent
weiihiwikeal 1l hied 520 In e T,
1 think = tokd =s & Gumker bem
whal we Enew in siory form,” said
E rim Bresaner, this miadical direcior of
the Oifioe of Public Health @ Ihtdl*

primary care in the comtry before
the miorm Amd & populacon withis
thal context wha were really, really
musdically underserved and verribly
socially vulkuerable.”

M. Brewer s that some of e
traler wilisi wiend regularly visited
by motile health climes, bul e
knawlidigsd ths mkh pregrama
ware noi eniverially svailale Bel
(hver Corgoress nor the Stabe of Louisi-
ann s ellgilicy  mogairemenis
Tor Medicaikd alter the storm, and be-
caud pach sge seis iy own paide-
lirees, somvee fainilies whio I'EIDH.'J'H -
surance and food slamgs in other
sialus were ne langer chigihle whes
theey returmed horme.

An already-tattered
safety net is pierced
by Hurricane Katrina.

While sate oificials asid $100 mik

Tren i Pederal Blok granis was m il

for primasy care and men-

tal hemlih restmeni, the soady's -
thiors savid 1 e was srgenl.

~Chikiren de not Rave die abality 1o
atearh gix or mine months of BIgH lev-
els of simead and undagenssd of W0
eroalid medical PMHTH:IH'D:HTP?‘
lofgg-term CORSSgUENCiE, o
win Rredlenes, the director of Eh Ka-
(aal Cemier for Disaster Prepamsd-
ness al Mallmas and cofounder of
ihe Chddren's Health Furd,

The touschobls inchudind = 1he
wady wern randosaly selected Fram
i provided by FEMA They m-
cluded lusiles lvisg m Louisimma m
honels, rrader parks managed by the
snsior agency and regulsr tratles

paras with sume I© A enils & ran
dem samphs of children i e siif-
wryel houschelds was selected far
maire in-thepeih sl ienieg.
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Whes corsduc il the Matomal Sur-
wieg ol Children's Haslrk

Drvid ahramsan, the stody's prin-
cipal imasligaar, sald i was de-
signed in meessars U secial oed en-
varnnmiental Togmrs shal belp chil-
dhren sty healthy: conssient acoess
i healty care afd scemcal health
treatmeent, engagement in o school,
anel sEreng; Tamily sappart.

In dhe Galf Coil megion, where
chilld heakh indicaloes BRe isdant
martalty and paverty raies were ol
ready ameng th highest in the coun-
try, Dr. Morameson said, “all ol dir
walizly NeL Systems seem io bave i
ther tesn AlrebEhed ar ooenglecely

dssipaned

Thi siudy's uthors raise the joris-
ot of irrevarsible damage o chil-
dren miss oui e on ieemal devel:
epment Tosiersd by stable aboals
md e
mwwmnm their
thig: children had besen enralked in
fren acapls sinee tie Burricans, =
which ome chlid's mebulizer and
breathing machine were oil. Thi
Uil Bas R been replaced be-
cauen fhe famaly led ila Esuraece
whes the mather ins) her job. iy
si.l:l ui ih® child has since heen

A with il

In another househald, 3 womm
caring fer seven school-age grand:
chikdnm, nome ol whom wene en-
redlsd i schenl w the time ol the ser-
vy, suid she was baicling high blood
predsure, dislwdes and kukemin

Thai woman, Eluise Eensey,
mgres=d m be imerviewsd by & repart-
ar, bt @0 the appoisced boer was on
her way o the Bospeal, where she
wits lwier admitisd “T've been in
pan sinee January, and 1'm gairg 10
s whai's wrmp,” she eaid "' be-
oomeuntsarable”

me woman wha participaied in
e survey, Dusielke Tayior, said in
an miErview that she Bad mo been
bl 10 fised peryeliairss care for bers
il — sha (s Bapolir — or hir B-year-
okl daugheer, who nal only wens
rhigigh the hurricase bt Bad alen,
fws yoars babers, Boen alene with
M Tawior s Nancé wien e died

The peblic clini: Ms Taxlor used
10 vigil has clesead sinee the Sioem,
whe s, aed b lasl persan o pre-
seribe her medication = o paychis
irist whio vislved the sheleer she was
in four mosths age. Mo doclors visil
the traller park in Hidell, La., where
shes s besen staying, she sald.

Ms Tovhor said than her daughoer,
Armans W, sl o PeleTral 106 se:
a peyrhinirist, bul that hir primary
care physician hid moved io Puerin
Ricn "She has hairible rages aver
rihing.” M= Taylor eaid “She el
e, B needs oo tnlk 1o semebady.”

sarery Bousd thar of twe chil-
dren wha had primary doclors b
fare the =orms, aboui hall o longer
i, b reporied. O fhose
who =aid fheir chilkdren still kid Soc.-
b3S, many said they kad not yel iried
b canlasl e,

The siudy’ s authors risc ool
axpasding Medicald 1o provide un-
werraal aser relief and Smergency
memal heulth serviess, as well 2=
sersfing dooors and counselors {ros
i Beikeral Pehlic Healh S=rvice io
1he megom

The Chikiren™s Heakh Fund, =
BaEr®h cnre provider ord sdvocacy
Eroug, is s the mly argaiizalion o
rais the alarm abow menial bealth
carw for IFaumarived chibdren afver
Blurricans Ksirina, A nopor] issued
garlier this maome by the Children's
Dwdeinee Fund sakd youngsiens werns
being “denesd e chaned 1o share
thisr bed memaries and clear their
payehes batered by doss ol dwmnily
members, Frends, Bomes, schools
and mEighbarhaosds,™

Asrbiosy Speier, the drecmr of ds-
aster menial heall Tor Laminsag,
said thivi while Sharre wirrs S0 cresis
ooirseiors In the Neld, iBe federsd
meney thal paid for them sould not
Be ussd for irealmesi of mealal o

mp:hﬂl!ﬁlril'h:rl.l:llil.rlnﬂ'm
one-m-ne  ammions and  eecimg
sellclp siraiegies in group setiings.

“The streggke Tor our  menial
heakih syeiem = thal Sur reseIroes
ane designed Tor pesple with serious
mamial (llpesses and behavior dis-
prders” Or, Spesr said “Bel e
e vl popalation needs these
forme ol dssed bsoe"

[r, Speter comliidad, “Whit we
really from my vaniage poisg could
bnefil from s o soarce of oremment
dollars.”

Accondng to the sudy’s wethars,
Ele: pESL-FIOTT EViranmen dffens
mignilicanily drom ofhar erises be-
e of (= imeeriain reslmin

“This elrcumstance 5 being wise-
by mvimmberpreied as an seule crisis,
spmebow implying that i1 will b
e i the mear derm. which 13 cat-

wromg,” Dv. Hedener
sabdl “"This i= an amste crisison Lol
i pre=existing condition. In's now a
persisben] crisls with on URoETTAN
milcome. over an usesriain Bre-
tahke”
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